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Statement of Understanding Concerning 

Instructional or Educational Forensic Expert Testimony on Divorce and Child Custody

Between 




 [attorney]

and William G. Austin 

Concerning

the nature of the professional services to be rendered by Dr. Austin

in the matter of 






and the fees to be charged by Dr. Austin for those services

Dr. Austin provides the forensic psychological service of Instructional or Educational expert testimony in child custody cases. All expert testimony serves the function of educating the court, but some testimony takes the form of explicit instruction on the professional literature and research or the application of forensic models in child custody cases. As part of forensic consultation services, Dr. Austin sometimes is asked to provide only this type of general testimony as opposed to combining instructional testimony with testimony as a Reviewer of the work product of a court-appointed evaluator. As part of this service of instructional testimony Dr. Austin may express opinions in response to hypothetical questions about a fact pattern. 

Dr. Austin provides instructional testimony on the use of his relocation risk assessment forensic model for relocation cases He also provides expert testimony on the problem of intimate partner violence when it arises as an issue in the context a child custody case. He is able to describe his violence risk assessment model of partner and his model for assessing the credibility of allegations of intimate partner violence that surface in a child custody dispute. Dr. Austin now is able to also provide instructional testimony on his new integrated conceptual framework and typology that is being developed with his colleagues (Leslie Drozd, Ph.D. & James R. Flens, Psy.D., ABPP). Copies of Dr. Austin’s peer reviewed journal articles and book chapters on these forensic models and other issues on relocation and partner violence are available on his website. In addition to the description of the forensic models and application to the facts and circumstances of a case, Dr. Austin usually describes the relevant research for the court.  
