


























Relocation, Research, and Child Custody Disputes 

• Need for Research on Effects of Relocation: Research on residential 
mobility shows correlations between children of divorce moving and their 
post-divorce adjustment. When courts and evaluators make predictions 
about children's outcomes associated with proposed relocation by a parent 
and child, it requires extrapolation from research on divorce to how 
children (and parents) will cope with residential mobility following 
litigation. Research is needed that will consist of substantial sample sizes 
and quantitative as well as qualitative measures, especially child outcome 
data. 

NOTES 
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1 A prima facie case is made for relocation when the court determines the moving 
parent has presented sufficient evidence based on the pleadings or at a tempo­
rary hearing until this initial offer of proof is sufficiently disproven by later 
evidence from the other parent. 

2 Social capital is defined as the psychological, emotional, and social contribu­
tions that are provided to the child by parents, siblings, extended family, peers, 
etc., and also by organizations and groups (Coleman, 1990). Researchers have 
applied social capital to explanations for children's adjustment to divorce 
(Amato & Sobolewski, 2004; Hetherington, 1999). The application of a social 
capital analysis to child custody disputes allows for a comparative analysis of 
the expected types and degrees of social capital or human resources that will be 
available to the child in the two alternative residential living arrangements and 
with competing parenting time arrangements. 

3 While research shows that a move of an hour away by either parent (Braver 
et al., 2003) or a geographical separation of 75 miles or more (Hetherington & 
Kelly, 2002) can have long-term negative effects on children of divorce and 
father involvement, there are qualitatively different types of residential moves 
with predictable effects on the child's access to social capital. 

4 Preliminary qualitative, longitudinal research on how families experience the 
resolution oflegal relocation disputes and the resultant long-distance parenting 
arrangements is being conducted in Australia, England, and New Zealand (see 
Parkinson, Cashmore, & Single, 2010; Taylor & Freeman, 2010). 
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