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Statement of Understanding Concerning Forensic Trial Consultation Services

Between 




 [attorney]

and William G. Austin 

Concerning

the nature of the professional services to be rendered by Dr. Austin

in the matter of 







and the fees to be charged by Dr. Austin for those services

Dr. Austin provides the service of trial consultation in child custody or parental responsibility cases. This retainer contract describes the possible services or assistance that Dr. Austin may provide while functioning as a consultant to our firm/my practice.

Dr. Austin will provide consultation concerning the anticipated litigation in the matter of  [complete case name, case number, state, judicial district].
In addition to providing general consultation and advice, I understand the forensic services provided by Dr. Austin may include assistance in developing trial strategy and a theory for the case; questions for examining witnesses at trial and deposition; reviewing/critiquing expert reports; education on relevant professional literature and research; reviewing case materials; and recommending appropriate testifying experts. I understand Dr. Austin may assist in all phases of trial preparation and provide consultation during depositions, hearings, and trial.
I understand that if Dr. Austin is retained a trial consultant that he cannot ethically become a testifying expert unless it was strictly for the purpose of providing instructional or educational testimony on the relevant professional literature and research. 

All services are provided at the rate of $400/hour in all states outside of Colorado. Services in Colorado cases are billed at an hourly rate of $300. In calculating fees for services, no distinction is made between time expended on administrative matters and time expended in providing forensic consultation. Fees are charged for time expended in any/all professional activities associated with consulting about the case, including administrative time, travel, and associated expenses. I understand that an initial retainer of $5000 is required to initiate the services to be provided and to retain Dr. Austin’s services in this matter. I understand that this retainer is non-refundable. The reason the initial retainer is non-refundable is because attorneys sometimes initiate contact with Dr. Austin as part of litigation to create a conflict and therefore disqualifying him from providing services to the other side in the litigation. If fees exceed the amount of the retainer, I/we will be billed and Dr. Austin may decline to perform additional services while fees for services already rendered are unpaid. If the retainer paid exceeds the fees charged, the unused portion of the retainer will be refunded. It is understood that Dr. Austin usually charges on a full day basis for cases outside of Colorado, including travel days, at a rate of $4000 per day for “Forensic Work Days” and “Forensic Travel Days.” Dr. Austin will sometimes reduce these fees depending of the context of the case. 

It is understood that Dr. Austin may meet with the attorney’s client for the purpose of gathering information and assisting in trial strategy and preparation. It is understood that Dr. Austin will not conduct any type of formal psychological evaluation with the attorney’s client. It is understood that Dr. Austin may provide education to the client about psychological and behavioral issues and what to expect in a child custody evaluation, but he will not “coach” the client on how to be anything but honest with a child custody evaluator. 

[Typed name of Attorney]
Signature[attorney]


Date
